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Top dog in pet-waste removal gets bigger  

Pet Butler of Columbus merges with larger firm  

Tuesday, March 14, 2006 

Jeffrey Sheban  
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  

Talk about your business news.  

Pet Butler of central Ohio, a pioneer in pet-waste cleanup services, has 

merged with a Texas company using the same name.  

The combination creates the nation’s largest business devoted to ridding 

yards and homes of dog and cat feces. The business has projected sales of 

$2.5 million this year, said Matt Boswell, founder of the Texas business.  

It also ends some confusion for online customers: PetButler-.com 

belonged to Pet Butler of Texas while PetButler.net was the Ohio company. 

After the merger this month, both addresses link to the same Web site, 

PetButler.com.  

Boswell, 35, started his Pet Butler in 1998 in a Dallas suburb, and recently 

started franchising in other states. The franchise fee is $24,900 with 

continuing royalty payments of 7 percent of gross sales.  

But Ohio was off limits because the other Pet Butler was founded in 

Columbus in 1988 by Matthew Osborn, who sold the business 10 years later 

to Pete Hulse for $225,000.  

"I didn’t protect the name nationwide and opened the door" to 

competition, said Hulse, who lives on the East Side.  

With the merger, Hulse will continue to own the local business and 

becomes the first Ohio franchise for Pet Butler of Texas.  

"He is the godfather of the pooper-scooper industry. We all call him 

Gramps," Boswell said of Hulse, who is 51. "If there was anyone in the world 
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I wanted to be in business with, it was Pete Hulse."  

Pet Butler of central Ohio has between 800 and 900 customers, mostly in 

Franklin County, paying $9 a week to have dog waste removed from yards. 

Each additional dog costs $3.50 a week more.  

Competitors in town include Happy Lawn, Dog Duty, Pooper Troopers and 

Scoopers.  

Boswell thinks there’s plenty of doggie business to go around.  

"Forty percent of Americans have a dog, and every one of those dogs is 

going one, two, three maybe four times a day," he said.  

"It’s almost a no-brainer."  

jsheban@dispatch.com  

 

Story tools 

 

 

Get our RSS headlines 
feeds 

Printer- 
friendly 
version 

E-mail 
this story 

Search 
the 
Dispatch 
archive Subscribe 

Today's Top Stories

Tobacco firms lose case, but not 
billions  

Ubiquitous wireless technology 
dealing a blow to pay-phone 
industry  

Northwest attendants may strike  

Real Living going national  

Real Living growth  

Sony laptop batteries under 
review by U.S. safety commission 

Inflation rises on wholesale level  

AP BUSINESS HEADLINES

JOBS

Treasurys
From Survey 

Boeing
Production 

Ford
Shutter Plants 

Judge
Cigarette Makers 

Gap
Disappointing 2Q 

Find a job

Advanced

Page 2 of 4The Columbus Dispatch - Business

8/18/2006http://www.columbusdispatch.com/business-story.php?story=dispatch/2006/03/14/200603...



Jobs at The 

Dispatch  

Celebrations! info  

Dispatch Media Kit  

Text version  

Contact Us  

Dispatch online 

store  

Subscribe to the 

paper  

Stop/Start delivery  

Newspaper FAQs  

FIND IT FAST! 

Classifieds  

Find a Home  

Rent a Home  

Obituaries  

Pets  

Ad Rates  

Place an Ad  

Columbus Cars  

Columbus Jobs  

Video Job Clips  

News  

Metro/State  

Nation/World  

Editorials  

Obituaries  

Health  

Science  

Faith & Values  

The Hot Issue  

Lottery Results  

Offbeat News  

Electronic Edition  

Sports  

BuckeyeXtra  

OSU Football  

OSU Mens Basketball  

OSU Womens Basketball  

Other OSU Sports  

Blue Jackets  

Crew  

Clippers  

Destroyers  

Business  

Stocks  

Personal Finance  

Tax Guide 2006  

Business Wire  

Salary.com  

Connect – Technology

Fun and Games 

Horoscope  

Crossword  

Crossword Extra  

Sudoku  

Sudoku Championship  

Game On  

Contests  

Interact 

Blogs  

The Hot Issue  

Submit a Pet Photo  

RSS Feeds  

Related Sites 

Dispatch Extra  

BuckeyeXtra  

WBNS 10TV  

1460 The Fan  

Mix 97.1  

This Week Newspapers  

Ohio News Network  

Dispatch Espanol  

Columbus Alive  

Columbus Parent Magazine  

NIE – Newspaper in Education  

Dispatch Classifieds  

Columbus Real Estate  

Columbus Cars  

Columbus Jobs  

WBNS (10TV) Ohio News Network Columbus Alive 1460 The Fan Mix 97.1 BuckeyeXtra ThisWeek Newspapers 

TheBAG Columbus Parent Magazine Dispatch Español 

Page 3 of 4The Columbus Dispatch - Business

8/18/2006http://www.columbusdispatch.com/business-story.php?story=dispatch/2006/03/14/200603...



Page 4 of 4The Columbus Dispatch - Business

8/18/2006http://www.columbusdispatch.com/business-story.php?story=dispatch/2006/03/14/200603...


